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SITUATION

PROPORTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF GLOBAL FOREST AREAS BY CLIMATE, 2020 

BREAKDOWN 
BY COUNTRY/REGION

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM SURFACE AREA 
OCCUPIED BY 

FORESTS

World

4.06  
billion 

hectares

●●
31%

of all land mass

Over half 
of the 

world’s 
forests

are found  
in 5 countries 

●
45% 

Tropical

●
27% 

Boreal

●
16% 

Temperate

●
11% 

Subtropical

●●
815 million ha

Russia

●●
497 million ha

Brazil

●●
347 million ha

Canada

●●
310 million ha

USA

●●
220 million 

ha
China

●●
227 million ha

European 
Union

●●
1,870 million 

ha
Rest of the 

world

Sources: Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020 (FAO), State of Europe’s Forests 2020 (UNECE / FAO) Key Figures 2021 (IGN, ONF, CNPF).
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CHANGE IN 
FOREST AREA, 

1990-2020 

World

- 4 %
(- 178 Mha)

EU 27

+ 9 %
(+ 19.3 Mha)

France

+ 20 %
(+ 2.9 Mha)


