
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                             
1Ectomycorrhizal fungi colonise the roots of plants. They live in symbiosis with their hosts, helping the latter 
absorb minerals.  
2Basidiomycota and Ascomycota are two fungus phyla.
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3Convergent evolution is a process whereby different species that experience the same environmental 
constraints evolve similar adaptive responses. In this case, ectomycorrhizal symbiosis is that convergent 
response. 
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