
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GALACTINNOV network helps shape a fruitful collaboration between ten research units under the 

supervision of French partner institutions, as well as four Quebec universities, grouped together in the 

« Op+lait » consortium. 

Scientific priorities and shared activities  

 

GALACTINNOV network activities will focus on the quality of milk and dairy products, the health and 

welfare of dairy cows, breeding practices and microbiota associated with milk and dairy products. The 

GALACTINNOV network aims to: 

- share knowledge, expertise and training 
- organise symposia, 
- develop mobility and exchanges between laboratories,  
- implement common communication tools. 

 

Systemic and multidisciplinary approaches  

The approaches developed within the network are consistent with the systemic and multidisciplinary 

approaches of French institutions. At INRAE, this network involves several scientific divisions in the 

fields of animal breeding, microbiology, social sciences, food quality, and animal genetics and health. 

Moreover, the multidisciplinary approaches at work in this network dynamic are in line with the 

scientific objectives of certain INRAE Metaprogrammes, which are scientific coordination and 

http://www.inrae.fr/
https://www.agrocampus-ouest.fr/ecole/decouvrir-agrocampus-ouest/une-ecole-de-linstitut-agro
http://www.envt.fr/
http://www.envt.fr/
https://www.univ-tours.fr/
https://www.umontreal.ca/
https://www.ulaval.ca/
https://www.usherbrooke.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/
https://www.oplait.org/
https://www.inrae.fr/nous-connaitre/metaprogrammes


 

 

programming mechanisms that require systemic and interdisciplinary approaches. Three 

metaprogrammes can be cited as examples: Farm animal health and welfare, Holobionts and microbial 

flux within agrifood systems, and Scaling-up organic agriculture. 

The theme of the network is also in line with ENVT major research areas, which focus on livestock 

farming which is healthy, respectful of the environment and of animal and human health. 

In the case of AgroCampus Ouest, as an internal school of the Institut Agro, the issues of sustainable 

dairy production and high-quality processed products covered by the Galactinnov network project 

correspond to both the scientific and innovation priorities shared with socio-economic partners (e.g. 

as part of the Bba MILK VALLEY consortium) of the institution, located in the heart of France's leading 

agrifood production area. 

For the University of Tours, this project is fully consistent with the strong partnership developed with 
INRAE around three joint research units that bring together over 450 people for research on 
infectiology, physiology and the development of sustainable breeding systems. Galactinnov is at the 
intersection of these three research fields and part an integrated study of the determinants and 
methods for improving milk quality. 
 
In the long term, the GALACTINNOV network will increase the scope and visibility of the research 

carried out within the partner institutions and develop new international collaborations by stimulating 

multidisciplinary approaches. 

Press contact: 

INRAE press office: (+33) 1 42 75 91 86 – presse@inrae.fr  

ENVT communications department: (+33) 6 23 75 44 47 – virginie.fernandez@envt.f 

University of Tours communications department: (+33) 2 47 36 68 62 - annesophie.laure@univ-
tours.fr 

Institut Agro |Agrocampus Ouest communications department: (+33) 6 15 90 92 94 
estelle.faure@agrocampus-ouest.fr 
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